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Expedients Propoſed for the Eafing and Adv as RY 
Coal-Trade, and Leſsning the Price of Coals in 
London, and other Places, &c. 


{ Hat all Ships may have Liberty, (if they find it for their convenience )io take in (uch 
5 Beer and other Proviſion, as they ſhall at any time Want for their V ojages , in or about 
Sheilds , and ot to be forced (as now they are) to ſend Seven Miles up rhe Kiver to N.w- 
caſtle for the ſame , whereby they often loſe the opportunity of a fair Wind, or a C onv2y 
&nd by conſequence their whole Voyage. ; 
tl; That it may be lawful for avy Ship in Diſtreſs , to make uſe of ap D:1.+ oy 
man of Newcaltle , (which is now by no means permitted) for whilſt they ſend { 


Carpenter » *boygh no Free- 


( which when they do , they cannot have from thence , but at Exceſſive Rates) the Ships that Want , Or 


have wanted ſuch help , may be, and often have been caſt away , before ſuch Pilot or Carpenter could come 
to them. 


II That a Free-Ballaſt-Shove , may be Built by the OWpners of Jarrowſlike near Sheilds, or any othey 
'  Ownersof Lands and Grounds there. And that all Ships may, (if for theirown Ben:fit) be at liberty to 
lay Ballaſt there, and nat forced (as now they are} to carry it ſeveral Miles , upon a dangerous River to New- 
caſtle Shores; In as much as J'rrowſlike Shore , when Bailt , will be greatly for the Advantage of the 


River , and all Ships Trading up the ſame Anent , is farther «offered to Conſideration, and will caſily be 


Demonſtrated , That if theſe things were done , toe River wonld be much Bettered, and made Deeper, and 
more Navigable , which winld Encourage the Building of Great Ships, Which are the moſt proper for that 
Trade , and ſuch as would be Uſeful for the Defence of the Kingdem , in timeof War, Beſides, by theſe 
Means, Maſters of Ships might make T wo or T hree Voyages in the Year , more than now they do, by rea- 
ſon of the quick, Diſpatch they would then receive , above what they now have, the conſequence whereof muſt 
needs be , T hat Coals , Glaſs, Salt, and Milſtones, which are the proper Commodities of thoſe Parts, would 


be much Cheaper to the $ubjeft than now they are, and the great Duty laid on Coals for ſeveral Tears to come, 
be leſs felt by the Poor than now it is. ” 


__ 


— 


ANSWER. 


To the Printed Paper above-mentioned. 


O theFirſt, it is anſwered, That the Mayor and Burgeſſes of Newcaſtle, have by Preſcription the Survey 
L and Government of the Port and River there ; which Port and River, are within the, Bounds and 
Limits ofthe Borough of Newcaſtle. And the ſaid Mayor and Burgeſſes have from time to time (whereofthe 
Memory of Man runs not to che contrary) had che ſole Vending of all Beer and Ale fold to Ships Trading 
to thar Port : Andecbis 15, in effect, no more tha all Corporations by Preſcription enjoy, That-none ſhall ex 
erciſe a Trade within their Corporation, but the Members of it. And it ſeems to be as reaſonable to take 
away the Priviledges of all other Corporations, as to take away this ; and belides, the Publick is no way inju- 
red;for Ships do not loſe their Voyages by ic,becaule the Ships may take in their Beer and Ale at Sheilds from 
Newcaſtle, in a quarter of the time they can take in their Coals, for they go two, three, and ſometimes four 
Miles above Newcaſtle for their Coals. And this very Point, as to the ſole vending of Beer and Ale by the 
Mayor and Burgeſſes within the ſaid Port, has been /ately Tried in His Majeſties Court of Exchequer , and 
found by a ſubſtantial Jury for the Mayor and Burgeſles, and a Decree thereupon made for the ſame, 


Tothe Second, it is Anſwered, That it is lawful in that Port, for any Ship-Maſter to uſe his own Carpen- - 


ter; and if rheShip bein diftreſs, the Maſter may uſe any Carpenters whatſoever at Shezlds : and beſides, 
Careis taken that there be alwayes Carpenters and Pilots that are Freemen of Newcaſtle, that live at Sheilds, 
near che Mouth of the Haven, to ſerve ſuch Maſters of Ships as have occaſion to uſe their Services there, and 
that at Reaſonable Prices, lower than in other places, And the Mayor of Newca#1e may regulate the Pri- 
ces, if unreaſonable Demands be made ; and it is a great Miſtake to affirm, That any Ships haye been loſt in 
that Harbor, for want of Carpenters or Pilots, and the ſame cannot be proved. 


To 
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_ of a Shore there, becauſe there are Shores four or five Miles lower than Newcaſile, 
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Tothe Third, the Anſwer is, That Jayrowſiike is no fit place for 1 Shore, being near the Afoth of the Ha- 
ven, becauſe the unavoidable fall of Ballaſt would make a Sand-Bed, which would binder Shipsto paſs in and 
ont. It would be a N#ſance to have a Shore there, there being »» Foundation to ere a Wall for a Balla 
Ke. And it would be further inconvenient, the Charxcl of the River being Narrow in that place, it would 
make the Current ſo quick, that no Ships could lie at Anchor there, or Keels come to calt Coals or Ballaſt 
there, And it would hinder the paſſage of Ships in the ſ1id River, and would be an injury to the Mayor 
and Burgefſes to make an AR of Parliament to eref? a Shvre at the place celired, for they do preſcribe, Thar 
no Shores ſhould be built upon that River, without their Licenſe, if this were not, the River had been long 
{ince blockt up, and it were impoſlible to prevent N#ſances to the ſaid River,if the Mayor and Burgeſſes had 
not the Survey and Government of it: For every Man that has Land upon the ſaid River, might be at liberty 
to build into the River as far as they pleaſe, 


This Preſcription has been likewiſe Tryed at Law at the Bar of the Court of Exchequer, and found forte 
Mayor and Burgeſlcs : And why may not all, or any the Franchiſes of all other C'rrporaty us, be taken away 
by Ac of Parliament as well as this ? And there is no inconvenience to Ships that Tr d- © chat Port for want 


cd in convenient pla. 
ces, where Ships calt their Balla, and take in their Coals without danger. 


The Mayor and Burgeſſes beins C-u/onorgtor of rhe River and Port of Tine, (a place of great Import 
to the Kingdom, and Nurtery of Seamen and Navigation ) and having an azciezt Coryt tor the Govern. 


ment and Preſervation of the River and Port, do never give lexve to brild a Ballaſt Shore, until the place 
be viewed by a Jury of Maſters of the Trinity Houſe and Pilots, and they upon their Oaths give a VerdjA, 
thatthe place is convenient, and without prejudice to the River, 


That the Expediexts propoſed, will not in any ſort leſſen the Price of Coals ; for the ſame Tide that will 
carry Ships to the place deſigned for a Shore, will carry ther; to ſome cher Shores or Wharfs that are already 
erected, And the ſame 1/3» that will carry Ships out from the one place, will carry them out from the other. 
And the Ballaſt is caſt out upon as cheap and ealie terms from ſome of the other Shores already creed, 2s it 
can poſſibly be from the place deſigned for a Shore. Belides, the Charges for 7.iphters to bring down Coals 
to Ships lying at Jarrowſlik-, will be greater than the Rates are at the other Shores already erected upon the 
River, And Lighters which bring Coals to the Ships riding at Jarrowſlike, will not be able in great ppeſterty 
winds { which often happen) to go up againto fetch more Coals to Load the Ships there; although from 
the orher Shores they may go up, notwithſtanding the greatneſs of the Wind. 


And n truth this is but a 4z5g» for ſome particular Mens Intereſt, (upon pretence of Publick good) which 
they have long endeavored by ſevzral means to effect at the Council Board, and at Zaw, but could not prevail: 


Recoras, and other Evidence . ta Prone the lift Pauriiculars 
above-mentioned ; 


= 


He King Grants and Confirms to the Town of Newcaſtle ( with its Appurtenances to the 
ſame belonging ) by the Name of the Good Men of Newcaſtle, all their Libertics and Cu- 
ſomes, &c. which thcy uſed in the time of King Hezxry his Father 3 and the Town Paycs per 
annum 100 1, Fee.Farm-Rent to the Crown. 


That Sir Rob:rt de Veſſey and his Companions, «tices Itinerant, gave Fudgment for the Town of 
Newcaltle againſt the Prior of Tiamouth , whoſe Lands did joyn upon the River of Tyne, at North- 
Sheilds 3 which faid Prior had Invaded the Towns Rights and Priviledges, by Building Houſes , 
Wharfes , &c. between High and Low Water- Mark. and within the extent of Sparrow-bawk, with- 


in the Sea and Hedwin Streams , whereupon the ſaid Prior, by Judgment of the ſaid Sir Robert de 


Veſſey, and the other Juſtices, was Prohibited from thenceforth to Build Houſes, or Ere& Wharfes in 
the place called Shezlds, to the Nuiſance of the Town of Newcaſtle upon Tyme, nor ſhould permit Ho- 


mines ſuos there remaining, to Bake Bread, or Brew Beer to ſell, or make any other Merchandize by 
which the ſaid Burrough ſhould be damnificd, 


25 Hetls 6e 


A Commiſſion Ifſued forth to Inquire what Merchandize, Victuals, or other things, were ſold- clſc- 
where , within the ſaid River of Tyxe, then at the Port of Newcaſtle 3 and to Inquire after other Nwi- 
ſauces, near the Town of Newcaſtle, or the Port thereof made by Land or by Seca z whereupon it was 
found by Tzquifition, that the Burgcſſcs of the ſaid Town, time out of the memory of Mau, held the ſaid 


Town of Newcaſtle, with the Water of Tyze, to the full Sea-Mark, from Sparrow-hawk, in the Sea to» 


Hedvwwin Streams , as Parcel of the ſaid Town in Fee-Farm: and do farther find, that none ought clſe- 


where, out of. the ſaid Town and Liberties of the ſame, in any part betwixt the ſaid Town, and the ' 


High-Sea adjacent to the ſaid River, with Ships, or other Veſſels whatſoever, to Load or Unload,with- 
out Licerſe of the ſaid Mayor and Burgeſſes for the time being, and not out of the ſaid Town any 
Market to make, or Exerciſe Sheilds, Ships or Shambles for Wares, or other things to be ſold, nor to 
Bak Bread to be ſold; nor to Brew Ale, nor Beer to Sell; for that the (aid Premiſes have bcen held, 
donc and had, time out of the Memory of Man at Newcaſtle, 
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It is En2fed, that no perſon or perſons ſhall Ship, Load or unload any Goods to be ſold into, or 
from any Ship, at any place within the ſaid Rivcr of Tye, between Sparrowhawk, and Hedwii:- 
Streams, but oxly at the ſaid Town of Newcaſtle, 


Tt is likewiſe Enatied, that none ſhall caſt out of any Ship or Vcſſcl, within any Port or Haven , 
any Ballaſt or Rubbiſh, but only upon the Land above the full Sea-Mark 3 upon the'pain and torteiture 


therein expreſſed 3 And, time out of mind, the Mayor and Burgeſſes of Newcaſtle have had a Cowrt of 


Record, every Monday to be kept within the Town 3 and that Court Inquircs of all Nr{nces within 


the Port, and determines thereof according to Law, and puniſheth Delinquents according to their dc- 


mcrit, and makes Ordinances for the good of the ſaid River : and the ſaid Town is oblzged, at their 


Charge, to Cleanſe the River, Weigh up Wrecks, and to prevent all Breaches into the ſame; to the end 
the River may be kept Navigable for Ships to go up to the Town. 


The @uzex Grants the Town of Newcaſtle the ſame Priviledges and Libertics, which thcy had hy 
any other Grant of her Predeceſſurs ; and Grants the fame Circuit, Pr-:1.::4 and* Turks diGion to the 
ſaid Town, o faras it extends it ſelf by Mects and Bounds tam per terram, quam per aquam , Cxtcnd- 
ing from the Sparrow-harh, in the Sca, to Hedwin Streams, 


That in Michaelmaſs Terme, 2 Car. 1. upon the Town's Complaint in the Exchequer Chamber 
againſt Anthoxy Errington, for crcCting of Buildings upon the River Tyne, within the Flood Mari of the 
Cid River, between Sparrow-hawk and Hedwin-Streams, a Decree did paſs. againlt the {aid Erringtoir 
and the Conſervancie of the River is Allowed and Admitted to be in the | own. | 


2 


In Eafter-Terme, the Town complaining of one Humphrey Fobaſon, for unlawful keeping a Common 
Brewhouſe at North-Sheilds, adjoyning tothe ſaid River, on the Shore thereof, betwixt $5 ryorw-bawh 


and Hedwin-Streams and for Brewing and ſclling Bcer and Ale in Grofs, aud by Retail 3 it was Or= 
ered, Adjudged, and Decreed, that the ſaid Brewhouſe ſhould be ſippreſſed. 


A Suo VWarranto was brought, by the Kings Attorney-General, againſt the Town; and , in their 
Plea thereunto, they Claimed the Priviledge, at their Liberty, to Ere& apt and fit Wharfes, for the re- 
cciving and reteining the Ballaſt, Gravel and Sand caſt out, and to be caſt out of the Ships being in 
the aforeſaid Haven 3 and were bound to maintain theſe Wharfes, and to make new Whartes in the 


aid River 3 and that #o private Perſon make gain thereof, or for any other Cauſe whatſoever, ſhould 


Erc&, or have any Wharfe of this nature or kind, in the faid Town, or in the Haven aforcſaid Upon 


this, after long Debate, and great Deliberation by the Court of Kings Bench, Fudgment was given, 
That the ſaid Town ſhould enjoy their ſaid Prizzledges and FT 


Upon a Petition to the King in Council , by the ſame perſbns who zow Promote the Deſign, to 
make Farrow-Slike a Ballaſt-ſhore, for their private Gain; there were ſeveral Hearings beiore the 


Kiag in Council, and after long Debate, and mature Deliberation, they were Diſmiſſed to the Com- 
anon Law. ; | 


j 
Whereupon, the Cauſe came afterwards to be Tryed by a Buckznghamſhire-Jury, at the Exchequers 
Bar, before the Lord Chict Baron Hale, and the reſt of the Barons of that Court ; but , after five 
houres Hearing, the Verdi& went for the Town of Newcaſtle: whereby the Town's Preſcription tor 
the Sole Building of Bllaſt-ſnores was found, 


The Promoters of this Deſign, not reſting ſatisfied with that Verdi and Judgment, Petitioned the 
King in Council again 3 and obtained an Order of Reference to the Lord Mayor and Court of Alder- 
men, and to the Maſters of the Trinity- Houſe , London, to Examine the Matters contain'd in that 
Petition, concerning the Building of a Ballaſt-ſhore upon Farrow-Slike z and, after Hearing of Council 
on both ſides, and producing the ſeveral Certificates by the Trinity-Houſe of London, and Newcaſtle , 


and hearing Witneſſes Viva voce, the Lord Mayor and Court of Aldermen made this enſuing Report 
unto the King, VIZe 


To the Kings Moſt Excellen M A JESTY, 


E the Lord Mayor and Aldermen of the City of London, in purſuance of an Order of Tour 
Majeſty in Council of the 5th of Auguſt laſt paſt, made upon the Petition of Sir Charles Ad- 
derly Knight, and John Crooke Eſquire, touching a Ballaſt-Shore, intended by them to be ere(i- 
ed at Jarrow-Slike near Soutb-Sheelds in the County Palatine of Durham ; whereby we, aud 


- the Maſters of the Trinity-Houſe, are required ſeverally to conſider of the Petitioners Allegations.,and to Re- * 


port to Tour Maj:ſty in Council, what advantage and convenien:y may accrew to the Publick, 
ſaid Ballaſi-ſhorez Do humbly certitic, that we have taken Mt» ſerious conſideration the ſaid ſeveral Allega= 
tions mentioned in Tour Majeſties ſaid Order , which are, | That this intended Ballaſt-ſhore, tends greatly 
to the Advance of Trade, Security of Shipping, Preſervation of the River of Tyne, and Mens lives: And 
that Newcaſtle it ſelf, by the increaſe of Trade, will be much adventaged thereby FF and have heard as 
well what was thought fit-to be offered by thoſe Gentlemen concerned, :2ho appeared for it ; as by divers Gens 
tlemen of Newcaſtle, and their Counſell Learned, who appeared againſt it ; And, upon the Whole Matter, no- 
thing was made out before us, in Proote or Evidence of the ſaid Allegations 3 but,on the contrary, it appeared 
20.16, by what was Offered and Demonſirated by thoſe of Newcafile, and by the Teſtimony of divers Able 
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and Antient Ship-Maſters, and other Perſons Unconcerned , That the Erefiing of a Ballaſt-ſhore, as is Ds« 
fiened at Jarrow-Slike, would prove Deſtrucuve to Trade in General, Daygerors both to Shipping and 
Mens Lives ; To tb? Inbauncing of the Price of Sea-Coales To the Obſtruction and Choaking of the Ris 
ver of Tyne 3 Exceedingly Miſchievous to the Barr of Tinmoth-Hayen 3 And Manifeſtly 20 the Decreaſe 
of the Trade and Damage of the Town of Ncwcaſile: The better Judgment and Conſideration whereof 
# humbly ſubmitted to Tour Majeſties Great | ifdom , by | : w_ 


YOUR MAJESTIES 


Octob. 27, 
1670. 
Moſt Humble, 


and Moſt Obedient 


Subjeds and Servants, 


Samuel Starling Mayor, 
Rich. Cheverton, George Waterman, Fran, Chaplin, 
Fobn Lawrence, Robert Hanſon, Tames Fdwards, 
William Peake, IWWilliam Hooker, Dan. Forth, 
Rich, Rives, Toſeph Sheldon, , F. Ward. 
Tho, Davis, Tongthan Dawes, 


